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[^1]: The importance of the subject of this communication, and the justness of the general principles explained in it, are such, that we are induced to depart from our usual reserve, and to recommend it to the most serious attention of the profession. That Medical Reform is much wanted, is admitted on all hands, but the most opposite opinions are entertained with regard to its precise object, and the means by which reformation is to be effected. Even the latest legislative enactments have proceeded upon narrow principles, and their operation, instead of being beneficial, have proved hurtful, especially by increasing the obstacles to a general methodical reform, in which the paltry jarring interests of individuals and corporations, of physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries, should be disregarded, and the only rational object of a medical constitution, the providing for the wants and security of the public, should be kept steadily in view. The community requires the assistance of the various, but almost inseparable branches into which the healing art has been divided, and it requires that these should be provided at the cheapest rate, in the most convenient manner, and of the best quality that circumstances will permit. The community also requires to be defended from fraud, imposture, and ignorance.

    Salus publica, suprema lex.

    Editor.
